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Dear Midwesters. and others, 


The weekend of February 16th is approaching, when the editorial 
collectives will gather at Ivan Handler's place to put together the 
May Cancer issue of Science for the People magazine. We have a dozen 
or so artieles and lots of notes and reviews. Much more to be 
said after this weekend. 


The newsletter will be coming out regularly from now on at the 
first of the month. People who have made suggestions about this '"news- 
letter" have hoped it would become a forum and and an organ for regional 
communication. As it is now, I regularly call one of a couple chapter 
contact persons for things like the editorial meeting or chapter notes, 
but this isn't especially democratic debate, especially considering 
there are real issues that invite discussion such as the nature of 
the national SftP, where to go with the Midwest position, the next 
MW magazine, etc. So I need "letters to the Midwest" in by the 20th 
of each month. 


I have left graduate school so I will be able to put in a full 
fifteen hours per week as agreed at the regional meeting. Until now 
I was doing what I could when I could. I enclosed a copy of my resig- 
nation statement, by request. 


CHAPTER NOTES 
CHICAGO -- Philosophy of science group going strong. Just finished discussion of 
Kuhn and Lakatos' criticisms thereof. The chapter as a whole is looking into 
ways to support the women's health movement. Also looking into the nuclear issue 
and trying to define SftP's unique role there. May get into some FLOC support 
activities soon. The math action project is still going strong at Circle campus 
and soon may write an article for the magazine on it. 


TEXAS -- Having regular noontime seminars. Last one was on the politics of cancer, 
Presented the material from Commoner's group. Had about 15 people in attendance. 


LANSING-- Haven't done much since last newsletter. All but one member of the chapter 
are students and mid terms loomed large recently. 


CHAMPAIGN /URBANA -- Not much happening now. Several SftP members have been working 
with NAM. Soon will bring some FLOC people down for a presentation. Still distributing 
the magazine and have solicited at least one article. 


ANN ARBOR -- Currently has 5 active groups (plus a steering committee), FLOC support, 
Health care, Science teaching, Philosophy of science, and editorial collective, 

The editorial collective has been doing editing for the magazine -- just finished 
editing a review by Kathy Yih of math anxiety and are currently editing an article 

by Gar Allen -- as well as soliciting material for the magazine. LOC support 
continues at its usual feverish pitch including fund raising, slid¢show preparation 
and the initiation of our actions to get the Campbell's label program out of all 

local schools. The philosaphy of science group is reading and discussing Wilson's 
book on marxism and science. 

ST. LOUIS -- The editorial collective has been very aetive in reviewing and 
processing for the up-coming magazine issue on cancer. Chapter activities are 
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STATEMENT OF RESIGNATION 


As of February 1, 1980, I will no longer participate in or recieve 
money from the National Research Seryice Award Grant for the Cell 
and Molecular Biology in the Health Sciences Program at the University 
of Michigan Medical School. 


Despite having completed necessary course work, prelims, research 
proposal, and oral defense to the satisfaction of the program com- 
mittee and despite having a personally rewarding and probably success- 
ful research project in progress, I have decided to leave. I arrived 
at this decision because of attendance in graduate school. 


Changing social demands on the health care system in America 
require substantial changes of health care research, and medical 
research institutions are not responding in a significant way. A 
framework for investigation that links disease directly to the struc- 
ture of the extant system is likely to face indifference of active 
discouragement from the state. Certain ideas in research must be 
developed outside of the officially funded and sanctioned technical 
debates in the medical-academic arena. 


I have made dedicated and tortuous attempts to reform my own 
academic activities in conformation with my social concerns. Some 
external forces, but mostly inherent, structural limitations in aca- 
demia have prohibited that reform. Additionally, the educational 
institution more and more trains its students to fit into a rigidly 
defined research position, in an ideological sense and a technical 
sense, 


The forces which govern research spending, philosophy, and ideas, 
have a material social basis (ie. origins in real institutions, ideol- 
ogies, and practices of the society’s dominant cultural philosophy). 
The material elements that contribute to our present research and health 
care practices are the historical trends toward expensive curative 
measures, investments of drug companies, cart-before-the-horse bias 
of available technology on research interests, and the interlocking 
of private interests and business practices with the decision-making 
bodies of public welfare organizations (such as that between the AMA, 
corporations, ACS, and NCI). Without hard financial backing and at 
least intellectual nourishment, certain ideas will languish; ideas 
which I feel are essential if science is to serve human needs. The 


above academic environment results; research, health care, and profits 
which benefit a few. This is evident in this country and blatant when 
third world countries are considered®\"Basic research" directly aids 
government and corporate policies of 1) implementing inappropriate, 
expensive, and overly technical health care policies, 2) influencing 
countries*not develope appropriate technical solutions to pressing 
social problems involving human lives, 3) discouraging preventative 
measures. In the U.S. such practices exist de facto. Thus, there is 
a contradiction between ignoring our present political and economic 
system and endeavoring to perform truly objective or useful research 
that will not be abused and will not yield enormous profits for a few 
people. 


Science remains a great concern of mine (or I would not have 
analyzed it and acted on that analysis). Further continuation of my 
academic career is completely inconsistant with that which I believe 
to be true about the nature of present research and science. This is 
a conciencious objection to my own involvement in the technical 
development of medicine, as well as to teaching students technologies 
I believe to be inappropriate to real social needs. This is partly 
a moral decision based on a great deal of study and thought. TI will 
contribute to the essential process of change through writing (May/ 
June "Science for the People" article on the politics of cancer re- 
search), the Science for the People free school health care study 
group for graduate students, and involvement in specific political 
issues. JI will presently work for Science for the People doing the 
above activities. At some indefinite time in the future I will start 
work with a legitimate non-establishment research center doing applied 
or basic work related to health. I have standing or pending offers 
in St. Louis (NSF); Ann Arbor, Houstin (EPA), Springfield,«Mo. (EPA- 
HEW), and Boston. 


My decision to change the nature of my career comes from a deep 
commitment to responsible science and is in no way a specific or sing- 
ular indictment of the CMB program or its faculty. The program, in 
fact, allowed the most freedom and flexibility of any that offered 
me research traineeships when I applied for graduate school(U of Chi- 
cago, Cornell, Harvard, Yale, U of Wisconsin, and Marquette). My 
actions should be interpreted as a constructive move. The exerience 
and knowledge attained while in the CMB program will be valuable 
in the future. 


Sincerely Yours, 


-~ John Valentine 


